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AFROTROPICAL BUTTERFLIES. MARK C. WILLIAMS. http://www.lepsocafrica.org/?p=publications&s=atb 
Updated 18 January 2019 
 
 

Genus Stygionympha van Son, 1955 
Hillside Browns 

 
Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 137 (1-166). 
Type-species: Pseudonympha vigilans Trimen, by original designation. 
 
The genus Stygionympha belongs to the Family Nymphalidae Rafinesque, 1815; Subfamily 
Satyrinae Boisduval, 1833; Tribe Satyrini Boisduval, 1833; Subtribe Ypthimina, Reuter, 1896. 
The other genera in the Subtribe Ypthimina in the Afrotropical Region are Ypthima, 
Ypthimomorpha, Mashuna, Mashunoides, Strabena, Neocoenyra, Coenyropsis, Coenyra, 
Physcaeneura, Neita, Melampius, Cassionympha, Pseudonympha and Paternympha. 
 
Stygionympha (Hillside Browns) is an Afrotropical genus containing nine species, confined to 
southern Africa. Species groups follow G.A. Henning (1997). 

 
 
vigilans species-group 
 
 

*Stygionympha vigilans (Trimen, 1887)# 
Western Hillside Brown 

 
Pseudonympha vigilans Trimen, 1887.  South-African butterflies: a monograph of the extra-tropical species 1 [Nymphalidae] 84 

(355 pp.). London. 
Melampias vigilans Trimen.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Stygionympha vigilans (Trimen, 1887).  Van Son, 1955. 
Stygionympha vigilans (Trimen, 1887).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Stygionympha vigilans (Trimen and Bowker, 1887).  Pringle et al., 1994: 67.   [misattribution of authorship] 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha vigilans.  Male (Wingspan 47 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Simonstown, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  14 December 2005.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
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Stygionympha vigilans.  Female (Wingspan 48 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Kammanassie Mountains, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  14 December 2007.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Cape Colony.  Western Districts.- Cape Town.  Constantia, etc. etc.”. 
Original description: 

“Exp. Al. 1 in. 7 lin. – 2 in.  Male.  Pale, dull, greyish-brown; in each wing a small post-median deep-fulvous 
patch, - in fore-wing slightly intruding on outer part of discoidal cell, in hind-wing wholly beyond it.  Fore-wing: 
black apical ocellus large, bipupillate with bluish-white (the upper pupil the larger), in a rather ill-defined yellowish-
grey ring; fulvous patch rather elongated transversely, lying between second radial and first median nervules, and not 
extending as far as ring of ocellus, - its outline somewhat rounded.  Hind-wing: fulvous patch smaller and more 
rounded than that of fore-wing, scarcely rising above third, and not quite descending to first median nervule.  Under-
side.  Costa and apex of fore-wing and whole of hind-wing grey, with brown hatchings or short striolae.  Fore-wing: 
fulvous patch very much enlarged inwardly, extending uninterruptedly to base; ring of ocellus better defined, 
outwardly edged with brown throughout.  Hind-wing: costal, apical, and upper hind-marginal area usually tinged with 
brownish, making the striolae there less apparent; sometimes a small unipapillate, black, yellowish-ringed ocellus near 
hind-margin, between first and second median nervules, and sometimes also a similar, larger, subapical ocellus 
between the subcostal nervules.  Female.  Paler, especially the fulvous patches, of which that in fore-wing is rounder 
and intruding more on discoidal cell.  Hind-wing: rarely a single indistinct small ocellus between first and second 
median nervules.” 
Diagnosis: Usually has only a single minute ocellus on the hindwing underside, towards the anal angle.  
Late summer and autumn specimens may be noticeably smaller (Pringle et al., 1994). 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution: South Africa (Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape Province). 
Specific localities: 
Eastern Cape Province – Grahamstown (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Western Cape Province – Cape Town (TL); Constantia (Trimen, 1887); Cedarberg (Pringle et al., 1994); 

Cape Peninsula (Pringle et al., 1994); Vanrhynsdorp (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
Habitat: Grassy, rocky ridges in fynbos vegetation, from sea-level to high altitudes (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Habits: The flight pattern is rapid and jerky, and specimens settle on rocks or the ground.  As the specific 
name suggests they are very alert (Pringle et al., 1994). 

Distribution: South Africa – 
Eastern Cape Province, Western 
Cape Province. 
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Flight period: August to April (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: 
 
Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 140 [egg and larval instars]. 
 “Egg.  Laid singly, milky white when laid, 1.43 mm high and 1.36 mm in diameter, with about sixty-five 
longitudinal ribs around the centre connected by about sixteen cross-ridges separated by ellipitical indentations, 
breaking up at both ends into a series of rough hexagonal or diamond-shaped punctures; the micropyle is not sunken; 
after four days a thin brown band appears, then mottling, which spreads over the top and bottom; the egg turns a dirty 
pale brown before hatching.  Egg-stage 20-21 days.  Larva.  The young larva is 3.75 mm long, white changing to pale 
dull yellow on spiracular line and ventrally; the lines are salmon-red to brown, the head is white with brown markings 
and the final segments yellowish, later developing some light grey between the split extremity; after a good feed, the 
white portions have a bluish tint; the setae astride the dorsum on the left side lean forward on segments 1 and 2, the 
remainder slightly backward; on the right side, those on segments 1-10 lean forward, the remainder backward.  In later 
instars the larva is either green or yellowish.  Final instar starts very pale whitish-green, but changes to yellow-green; 
spiracles amber-yellow with brown posterior side.  Towards the end of the final instar, the dorsal line is brown edged 
with thin white, faint bluish to the lighter brown subdorsal stripe edged below with thin white, then faint blackish to 
lateral line (which is edged above and below with thin white), then a pale greenish-brown line at the lower edge of 
which is the row of spiracles.  Lateral ridge white followed by pale brown and greenish-white ventrally.  The final 
segments gradually change from white to a yellowish-white, and the lines are a salmon-brown.  The lines are lighter 
on the anterior segments.  The duration and size of the larval instars is as follows: first: 3.25-7.5 mm, 25-26 days; 
second: to 12.5-13 mm, 12-14 days; third: to 19.5-21.5 mm, 12-18 days; fourth: to 30-32 mm in 24 days, after which 
the larvae died.  It is probable that the full-grown larva aestivates.” 
 
Larval food: 
Ischyrolepis cincinnata (Mast.) H.P. Linder (Restionaceae) [Dickson, in Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 47; as 

Restio cincinnatus]. 
Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 47; in captivity]. 

 
 

*Stygionympha scotina Quickelberge, 1977# 
Eastern Hillside Brown 

 
Stygionympha scotina Quickelberge, 1977.  Durban Museum Novitates 11: 241 (239-245). 
Stygionympha scotina Quickelberge, 1977.  Pringle et al., 1994: 67.   
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha scotina scotina.  Male (Wingspan 46 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Sehonghong Valley, Lesotho.  13 January 2008. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 



 4

                
 
 

Stygionympha scotina scotina.  Female (Wingspan 47 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Olifantshoek Pass, Free State Province, South Africa.  18 December 2010. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Oostelike Rantbruintjie (ssp. scotina); Boskloof Osstelike Rantbruintjie (ssp. 
coetzeri) (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: South Africa: “Spioenkop, near Nottingham, Natal”. 
Diagnosis: Closest to Stygionympha vigilans but the rufous patch on the forewing upperside is longer and 
wider and that on the hindwing is smaller and more triangular than in vigilans.  The striations on the 
hindwing underside of scotina are denser, better defined, and more evenly spread.  There are no ocellate 
hindwing spots in scotina (Pringle et al., 1994). 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution: South Africa, Lesotho. 
Habitat: Montane grassland.  Steep grassy slopes, with rocks; always associated with well-wooded kloofs 
or with forest edges (subspecies coetzeri) (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Habits: The flight is fast and often sustained (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Flight period: Throughout the summer months (nominate subspecies).  Subspecies coetzeri has been 
recorded in January, May, June, July, September, October, and December; it may therefore fly throughout 
the year (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

Stygionympha scotina scotina Quickelberge, 1977# 
 
Stygionympha scotina Quickelberge, 1977.  Durban Museum Novitates 11: 241 (239-245). 
Stygionympha scotina scotina Quickelberge, 1977.  Pringle et al., 1994: 67.   
 
 

Distribution: 
South Africa (Mpumalanga, Free State 
Province, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern Cape 
Province), Lesotho [ssp. scotina – red dots]. 
 
South Africa – Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga 
[ssp. coetzeri – green dots]. 
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Stygionympha scotina scotina.  Male (Wingspan 46 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Sehonghong Valley, Lesotho.  13 January 2008. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha scotina scotina.  Female (Wingspan 47 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Olifantshoek Pass, Free State Province, South Africa.  18 December 2010. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: South Africa: “Spioenkop, near Nottingham, Natal”. 
Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, Free State Province – east and north-east, KwaZulu-Natal, 
Eastern Cape Province), Lesotho. 
Specific localities: 
Mpumalanga – Mbombela (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
Free State Province – Witkoppe, near Vrede (Pringle et al., 1994); Platberg, Harrismith (Dobson, Williams 

& Schutte, unpublished, 2010). 
KwaZulu-Natal – Spioenkop, near Nottingham (TL). 
Eastern Cape Province – Middelburg (Pringle et al., 1994); east of Cradock (Pringle et al., 1994); Bedford 

(Pringle et al., 1994); East London (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
 
 

Stygionympha scotina coetzeri Henning & Henning, 1994# 
 
Stygionympha scotina coetzeri Henning & Henning, 1994.  In: Pringle, Henning, & Ball [eds] Pennington’s butterflies of southern 

Africa 2nd edition: 67 (800pp.). Struik-Winchester, South Africa. 
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Stygionympha scotina coetzeri.  Female (Wingspan 48 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Strijdom Tunnel, Limpopo River, South Africa.  19 July 2003.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa, Kowyn’s Pass, near Graskop, 23 Sept. 1990, S.E. Woodhall.”  
Described from three males and seven females, from various localities in Mpumalanga and Limpopo 
Province.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 
Diagnosis: Subspecies coetzeri differs from the nominate subspecies as follows: squarer wing shape; red 
forewing patch broadly separated from the costa; red patch on hindwing more rounded; underside of 
hindwing darker and more heavily irrorated; a complete series of very small submarginal pale brown marks 
(Pringle et al., 1994). 
Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province – the Drakensberg escarpment, from Graskop in the south 
to the Wolkberg in the north, Mpumalanga). 
Specific localities: 
Limpopo Province – Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”) (Teare and G. Henning); Serala, 

Wolkberg (Warren). 
Mpumalanga – Kowyn’s Pass, near Graskop (TL; Woodhall); Graskop (Owen-Johnston); Groenplaat, Abel 

Erasmus Pass (Terblanche); Strydom Tunnel, Abel Erasmus Pass (Coetzer); Mariepskop (Swart); 
near Lydenburg (Mecenero et al., 2013). 

 
 
wichgrafi species-group 
 
 

*Stygionympha wichgrafi van Son, 1955# 
Wichgraf’s Hillside Brown 

 
 

           
 

Wichgraf’s Brown (Stygionympha wichgrafi) male, Strydpoort Mountains. 
Image courtesy Raimund Schutte. 
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Stygionympha wichgrafi van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 140 (1-166). 
Stygionympha wichgrafi Van Son, 1955.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Stygionympha wichgrafi Van Son, 1955.  Pringle et al., 1994: 68. 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi.  Male (Wingspan 45 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Strydpoort Mountains, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  13 March 2007. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi.  Female (Wingspan 46 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Balfour, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  13 February 2011. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Wichgraf’s Brown. 
Type locality: South Africa: “Mountain Inn, Louis Trichardt, N. Transvaal”. 
Diagnosis: Can be differentiated from Stygionympha vigilans and Stygionympha scotina by the lighter 
ground colour of the upperside, and a clear ocellus in area 6 of the hindwing underside (Pringle et al., 
1994). 
Distribution: Mozambique, Zimbabwe, South Africa, Lesotho, Swaziland (Duke et al., 1999). 
Habitat: Rocky ridges in montane grassland.  Subspecies grisea is found in sub-coastal grassland. 
Sometimes found in grassy areas between patches of montane forest. 
Habits: Males establish territories on the peaks of rocky ridges and patrol back and forth.  The flight is 
rapid and jerky.  Specimens settle on rocks or on the ground. 
Flight period: Recorded in January, February, March, April and November.  Occasional records in 
September and October.  Subspecies williami recorded in November and December.  Subspecies grisea 
recorded in February, April and December. 
Early stages: 
 
Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 142 [egg and larval instars]. 
 “Egg.  The eggs are laid singly on grass, and are 1.0 mm in diameter and 1.1 mm high, with a rounded top 
and flattened base.  There are some fifty longitudinal ribs extending over the middle portion which break up into a 
hexagonal pattern at the top and bottom.  The egg is pure white when laid, but after two days it develops a brownish 
band and small spots sometimes appear on the top round the micropyle.  The egg-stage is approximately eleven days.  
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Larva:  First instar.  3.5 mm long at hatching, very pale dull yellow with a red dorsal stripe and three stripes of the 
same colour on each side; on the lower portion of the body there is another red stripe.  On emerging the larva crawls 
to the edge of the blade of grass where it rests between meals which it takes from the edge of the blade on which it is 
resting.  As it grows, it develops a pale bluish-green colour except for the lateral ridge which is now white.  Head 
yellow with prominent white moles.  This instar lasts some twenty-four days; the larva grows to 7 mm and is now 
very long compared with its girth.  Second instar.  The general colour is whitish, the dorsal line is red, and there are 
four stripes on the sides, the uppermost being a thin red line, the next is yellow, the third is red and the fourth one 
(spiracular) is broader than the rest and red.  On the white portion between the stripes is a row of setae, one on each 
wrinkle; these are spires pointing backward and are placed on small studs.  The lower portions of the body are half red 
and half yellowish-white.  This instar lasts up to twenty days, and the larva grows to 9.5 mm.  Head dull yellow.  
Third instar.  The red stripes have broadened, leaving only thin white patches on the lines of setae.  The lateral ridge 
has turned yellow, and a few additional setae have appeared on the red portions.  The ventral portions are now touched 
with green.  Head dull yellow with rather long setae.  The instar lasts about thirty days, and the larva reaches 12 mm 
in length.  Fourth instar.  The red has now become the main ground-colour, the white being restricted to thin stripes; 
the uppermost of these stripes is touched with yellow and the lateral ridge is bright yellow.  The dorsal stripe is dark 
red and is very prominent.  The setae in this instar tend to lose their orderly arrangement and are more numerous.  The 
ventral portions of the body are green.  The head is still dull yellow with extended setae.  Towards the end of the 
instar, the larva turns a greenish colour with faint red stripes.  This instar lasts some fifty-seven days and the larva 
grows to 15 mm.  Fifth instar.  Much paler than the previous instar.  There is a dull yellow lateral stripe instead of the 
red.  The setae are more numerous and the ventral portions are pale green.  The head is pale dull yellow.  This instar 
lasts up to nineteen days, the larva growing to 20 mm.  Final instar.  Pale greenish-white with a dark green dorsal 
stripe and light green stripes on sides.  The head is pale green.  The larvae attained 30 mm in length, but failed to 
pupate and died.” 
 
Larval food: 
Unspecified species of grass (Poaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 47; in captivity; for nominate subspecies]. 

 
 

Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi van Son, 1955# 
 
Stygionympha wichgrafi van Son, 1955.  Transvaal Museum Memoirs No. 8: 140 (1-166). 
Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi Van Son, 1955.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi Van Son, 1955.  Pringle et al., 1994: 68.   
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi.  Male (Wingspan 45 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Strydpoort Mountains, Limpopo Province, South Africa.  13 March 2007. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
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Stygionympha wichgrafi wichgrafi.  Female (Wingspan 46 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Balfour, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  13 February 2011. M. Williams. 

Images M.C. Williams ex Williams Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: South Africa: “Mountain Inn, Louis Trichardt, N. Transvaal”. 
Distribution: South Africa (Limpopo Province, Mpumalanga, North West Province, Gauteng), Swaziland 
(Duke et al., 1999). 
Specific localities: 
Limpopo Province – Mountain Inn, Louis Trichardt (TL); Doorndraai Dam Nature Reserve (Warren, 

1990); Lekgalameetse Nature Reserve (“Malta Forest”); Soetdoring Farm [-24.561 28.233] (A. 
Mayer, pers comm. 2015); Bateleur Nature Reserve (Williams & Dobson, unpub., 2015); Buzzard 
Mountain Retreat [-23.012 29.765] (Williams, unpub., 2015). 

Mpumalanga – Verloren Vallei Nature Reserve (Warren, 1990); Mariepskop area (Henning, 1994c). 
North West Province – Wolmaransstad (Pringle et al., 1994); Mountain Sanctuary N.R. (Williams); Utopia 

Resort (C. Dobson, 2006). 
Gauteng – Johannesburg (Wichgraf, 1911); Witwatersrand Botanical Gardens (J. Dobson, unpublished 

checklist, 2001). 
Swaziland – Malolotja N. R. (www.sntc.org.sz). 

 
johannesburgensis Wichgraf, 1911 (as var. of Pseudonympha vigilans).  Internationale Entomologische 
Zeitschrift 5: 173 (173-175).  South Africa: “Johannesburg”. 

 
 

Stygionympha wichgrafi grisea Henning & Henning, 1996# 
 
Stygionympha wichgrafi grisea Henning & Henning, 1996.  Metamorphosis 7 (4): 181(173-182). 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha wichgrafi grisea.  Male (Wingspan 44 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Umtamvuna River, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  22 December 2005.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 

http://www.sntc.org.sz
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Stygionympha wichgrafi grisea.  Female (Wingspan 44 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Umtamvuna River, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  29 December 2003.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: South Africa: “KwaZulu-Natal, Margate, 5.xii.1988, H.C. Ficq.”  Described from four males 
and four females.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 
Distribution: South Africa (southern KwaZulu-Natal). 
KwaZulu-Natal – near Margate (TL; Pringle et al., 1994). 

 
 

Stygionympha wichgrafi lannini van Son, 1966 
 
Stygionympha wichgrafi lannini van Son, 1966.  Annals of the Transvaal Museum 25: 89 (81-89). 
Stygionympha wichgrafi lannani Van Son, 1966.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Stygionympha wichgrafi Van Son, 1955.  Pringle et al., 1994: 68.   
Stygionympha wichgrafi lannani Van Son, 1966.  Pringle et al., 1994: 68.   
 
Type locality: [Zimbabwe]: “Butler North (Umtali Distr., S. Rhodesia)”. 
Diagnosis: Subspecies lannini is characterized by the intrusion of the orange-red patch on the forewing into 
the yellow ring surrounding the large ocellus.  The irroration on the hindwing underside is also darker than 
in the nominate subspecies (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Distribution: Mozambique (western-central  highlands), Zimbabwe (eastern highlands). 
Specific localities: 
Zimbabwe – Butler North (TL); Inyanga (Pringle et al., 1994); Bulawayo (Pringle et al., 1994). 

 
 

Stygionympha wichgrafi williami Henning & Henning, 1996# 
 
Stygionympha wichgrafi williami Henning & Henning, 1996.  Metamorphosis 7 (4): 179 (173-182). 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha wichgrafi williami.  Male (Wingspan 45 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Roossenekal, Mpumalanga Province, South Africa.  30 October 2009.  J. Dobson. 
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Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha wichgrafi williami.  Female paratype (Wingspan 45 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Bushman’s Nek, KwaZulu-Natal, South Africa.  15 December 1979.  S. Henning. 

Images M.C.Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa: KwaZulu-Natal, Bushmans Nek, 2400m, 18.xi.1979.”  
Described from seven males and a single female.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria. 
Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga – south-east, Free State Province – east, KwaZulu-Natal, Eastern 
Cape Province, Western Cape Province – east), Lesotho. 
Specific localities: 
Free State Province – Platberg, Harrismith (Dobson, Williams & Schutte, unpublished, 2010). 
KwaZulu-Natal – Bushman’s Nek, 2 400 m (TL). 
Western Cape Province – between Diepwalle and Kruisvallei (Mrs K. Wykeham). 

 
 

*Stygionympha vansoni (Pennington, 1953)# 
Van Son’s Hillside Brown 

 
Melampias vansoni Pennington, 1953.  Journal of the Entomological Society of Southern Africa 16: 100 (94-111). 
Stygionympha vansoni (Pennington, 1953).  Van Son, 1955. 
Stygionympha vansoni (Pennington, 1953).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Stygionympha vansoni (Pennington, 1953).  Pringle et al., 1994: 68.   
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha vansoni.  Male (Wingspan 37 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Carolusburg, Northern Cape Province, South Africa.  29 August 2008.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
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Stygionympha vansoni.  Female (Wingspan 39 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Kotzesrus, Northern Cape Province, South Africa.  7 September 2012.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Van Son’s Brown; Namakwa Rantbruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: South Africa: “Kamiesberg Mts., in Namaqualand”. 
Diagnosis: Easily separated from Stygionympha vigilans by the elongated forewings (Pringle et al., 1994). 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province). 
Specific localities: 
Northern Cape Province – Kamiesberg Mountains (TL; Pennington and Evans); Springbok (Van Son); 

Vredendal (Mecenero et al., 2013); Steinkopf (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
Habitat: Namaqualand broken veld.  Occurs in arid mountain regions, especially the Kamiesberge, usually 
in rocky terrain (Henning & Henning, 1996). 
Habits: The flight is bobbing and quite rapid.  Males patrol rocky ridges or are found in the vicinity of 
large rocks (Henning & Henning, 1996).  When disturbed it may fly straight up and then be swept away by 
the wind (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Flight period: Recorded in September and October.  A few records for late August (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

*Stygionympha robertsoni (Riley, 1932)# 
Robertson’s Hillside Brown 

 
Pseudonympha vigilans robertsoni Riley, 1932.  Entomologist 65: 148 (148). 
Melampias robertsoni Riley.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Stygionympha robertsoni (Riley, 1932).  Van Son, 1955. 
Stygionympha robertsoni (Riley, 1932).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Stygionympha robertsoni (Riley, 1932).  Pringle et al., 1994: 68.   

Distribution: South Africa – 
Northern Cape Province. 
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Stygionympha robertsoni.  Male (Wingspan 38 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Springfontein, Free State Province, South Africa.  5 October 2003.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha robertsoni.  Female (Wingspan 40 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Springfontein, Free State Province, South Africa.  5 October 2003.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Robertson’s Brown; Sentrale Rantbruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: South Africa: “Kimberley, Africa, Stone Street”. 
Diagnosis: There is no orange-red patch on the upperside of the hindwing; there are two ocelli on the 
underside of the hindwing (occasionally these may be small or they may even be absent); lacks the curved 
row of small, yellow marginal spots found in Stygionympha irrorata, Stygionympha geraldi and 
Stygionympha dicksoni (Pringle et al., 1994). 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution: Namibia (south), South Africa (Free State Province – south, Eastern Cape Province – north), 
Western Cape Province – north, Northern Cape Province). 
Specific localities: 

Distribution: 
Namibia (south). 
South Africa – Free State Province, 
Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape 
Province, Northern Cape Province. 
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Namibia – Aus district (Pringle et al., 1994); Karasberg (R. Plowes). 
Free State Province – Philippolis (Swanepoel, 1953); Trompsburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Bloemfontain 

(Swanepoel, 1953). 
Eastern Cape Province – Willowmore (Swanepoel, 1953); Graaff-Reinet (Swanepoel, 1953); Steynsburg 

(Swanepoel, 1953); Burghersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953); Carlton (Williams); Barkly East (Mecenero 
et al., 2013). 

Western Cape Province – Matjesfontein (Swanepoel, 1953) Ceres (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
Northern Cape Province – Kimberley (TL); Hanover (Swanepoel, 1953); Colesburg (Swanepoel, 1953); 

Noupoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Hantamsberg (Dickson and Wykeham); Kuruman (Mecenero et al., 
2013). 

Habitat: Karoo.  Found in open, flat areas of grassy karroid vegetation as well as on hills and mountains 
(Henning & Henning, 1996).  Individuals are scattered over wide areas (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Habits: They have a skipping or bobbing flight, usually not very fast (Pringle et al., 1994).  In their arid 
habitat they are commonest around wetter, more lushly grassed depressions.  Males establish territories in 
the vicinity of these depressions (Henning & Henning, 1996). 
Flight period: It is on the wing right through summer (Henning & Henning, 1996). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: 
Ehrharta erecta Lam. (Poaceae) [Clark, vide Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 47; in captivity]. 

 
 

*Stygionympha curlei Henning & Henning, 1996# 
Curle’s Hillside Brown 

 
Stygionympha curlei Henning & Henning, 1996.  Metamorphosis 7 (4): 175 (173-182). 
 
 

 
 
Curle’s Hillside Brown (Stygionympha curlei) female upperside. 
Image courtesy Raimund Schutte. 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha curlei.  Male (Wingspan 46 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Sheba Mine, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  13 November 2004.  J. Dobson. 
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Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha curlei.  Female (Wingspan 47 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Verlorenvalei, Mpumalanga, South Africa.  30 December 2002.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Curle’s Brown; Donker Rantbruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: South Africa: “South Africa: KwaZulu-Natal, Qudeni, 27.i.1990, A.I. Curle.”  Described 
from 13 males and five females.  Holotype in the Transvaal Museum, Pretoria, South Africa. 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution: South Africa (Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal), Lesotho. 
Specific localities: 
Mpumulanga – Wakkerstroom (Henning & Henning, 1996); Hlangampisi (Henning & Henning, 1996); 

Whisky Spruit (Henning & Henning, 1996); Verlorenvalei Nature Reserve (Henning & Henning, 
1996); mountains above Barberton (Henning & Henning, 1996); Graskop (Mecenero et al., 2013). 

KwaZulu-Natal – Qudeni (TL; Curle); Normandien (Malherbe); Underberg (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
Habitat: Montane grassland.  Occurs in local colonies in the vicinity of marshes and swampy areas 
(Henning & Henning, 1996). 
Flight period: Recorded in November, December and January (Henning & Henning, 1996). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 
irrorata species-group 
 
 

*Stygionympha irrorata (Trimen, 1873)# 

Distribution: 
South Africa – Mpumalanga, KwaZulu-Natal. 
Lesotho. 
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Karoo Hillside Brown 
 
Erebia irrorata Trimen, 1873.  Transactions of the Entomological Society of London 1873: 103 (101-124). 
Pseudonympha irrorata (Trimen, 1873).  Trimen & Bowker, 1887a. 
Melampias irrorata Trimen.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Stygionympha irrorata (Trimen, 1873).  Van Son, 1955. 
Stygionympha irrorata (Trimen, 1873).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Stygionympha irrorata (Trimen, 1873).  Pringle et al., 1994: 69.   
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha irrorata.  Male (Wingspan 34 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Springfontein, Free State Province, South Africa.  21 December 2003.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha irrorata.  Female (Wingspan 35 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Middelburg, Eastern Cape Province, South Africa.  9 December 2007.  J. Dobson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex J. Dobson Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Karoo Brown; Karoo Rantbruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: [South Africa]: “Uitenhage and Albert Divisions, Cape Colony”. 
Diagnosis: There is no orange-red patch on the upperside of the hindwing; in the forewing underside the 
costal margin has a greyish yellow hatching throughout its length; in the hindwing underside there is never 
any evidence of ocelli in areas 2 and 6; whole hindwing underside irrorated with yellow scales, with a 
distinct row of small submarginal yellow spots 2 mm from the wing margin (the submarginal yellow spots 
are also present in Stygionympha geraldi and Stygionympha dicksoni) (Pringle et al., 1994). 
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Distribution: Namibia (south), South Africa (Free State Province – south, Eastern Cape Province – north, 
Western Cape Province, Northern Cape Province). 
Specific localities: 
Namibia – Aus (R. Plowes); Gross Herzog peak, Auas Mtns, just south of Windhoek (Swart, 2004). 
Free State Province – Bethulie (Swanepoel, 1953); Edenburg (Swanepoel, 1953); Philippolis (Swanepoel, 

1953); Cyferfontein [-30.3736 25.8131] (R. Griesel, unpublished). 
Eastern Cape Province – Uitenhage (TL); Cookhouse (Swanepoel, 1953); Molteno (Swanepoel, 1953); 

Burgersdorp (Swanepoel, 1953). 
Western Cape Province – Malmesbury (Swanepoel, 1953); Worcester (Swanepoel, 1953); Robertson 

(Swanepoel, 1953); Oudtshoorn (Swanepoel, 1953). 
Northern Cape Province – Hanover (Swanepoel, 1953); Noupoort (Swanepoel, 1953); Colesburg 

(Swanepoel, 1953). 
Habitat: Karoo and Fynbos. 
Habits: Flies fast and settles infrequently.  When it settles this is usually on the ground or on rocks (Pringle 
et al., 1994). 
Flight period: September to May but flight period in any particular locality not necessarily continuous.  
Mainly in spring and early summer in the Western Cape Province (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: 
 
Clark, in Van Son, 1955: 145 [egg and larval instars]. 
 “Egg.  Laid singly on grass, 0.9 mm in diameter and 1.1 mm high, milky watery white when laid, later duller 
and with red-brown wavy markings.  There are some eighty longitudinal ribs on the cylindrical middle portion, with 
imperfect cross-bracing, and breaking up into rounded polygons towards base and micropyle.  Egg-stage ten days.  
Larva.  There are four larval instars.  First instar.  2.5 mm long at hatching, pale green with dull purplish dorsal, 
subdorsal, lateral and spiracular lines and a pale yellowish-brown head.  The setae on the two anterior segments point 
forward, the remainder point backward, and these are distinctly clubbed at the tip.  The larva reaches 5.5 mm in eight 
days.  Second instar.  Ground-colour paler, with a purplish tinge towards posterior end; the dorsal, subdorsal and 
lateral lines are broader, but the spiracular line is obsolete; the lateral ridge is white.  The instar lasts eight days and 
the larva reaches 8.5 mm.  Third instar.  The lines are broader and green edged with white; dorsal portion purplish 
except on the anterior three segments, and the posterior processes are distinctly purplish.  The head is greenish.  The 
instar lasts seven days, the larva reaching a length of 13.5 mm.  Final instar.  There is a narrow purplish dorsal line; 
all the other lines are green edged with white on both sides, and the lateral ridge is white.  The head is green.  This 
instar lasts eighteen days and the larva attains a length of 23 mm.  All larvae reared by Mr. Clark died before 
pupation.” 
 
Larval food: 
Soft grasses (Poaceae) [Clark, vide Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 47; in captivity]. 

 
 

*Stygionympha geraldi Pennington, 1970# 
Gerald’s Hillside Brown 

 

Distribution: 
Namibia (south). 
South Africa – Free State Province, 
Eastern Cape Province, Western Cape 
Province, Northern Cape Province. 
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Stygionympha geraldi Pennington, 1970.  Novos Taxa Entomologicos (80): 3 (5 pp.). 
Stygionympha geraldi Pennington, 1970.  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Stygionympha geraldi Pennington, 1970.  Pringle et al., 1994: 69.   
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha geraldi.  Male (Wingspan 34 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Mc Dougal’s Bay, Northern Cape Province, South Africa.  27 November 1976.  I. Bampton. 

Images M.C.Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 

 
 

Stygionympha geraldi.  Female.  Upperside. 
Image courtesy Steve Woodhall. 

 
 
Alternative common name: Gerald’s Brown; Namakwaland-rantbruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: South Africa: “Port Nolloth”. 
Diagnosis: There is no orange-red patch on the upperside of the hindwing; forewing ocellus larger, with its 
two white spots brighter, than in Stygionympha irrorata; orange-red patch on forewing much larger, 
extending to within 2 mm of the hind margin and well beyond the ocellus; the ground-colour invades the 
forewing patch along veins 2, 3 and 4; hindwing upperside fuscous brown with two minute white 
submarginal spots in areas 2 and 3; yellow irroration on hindwing underside less intense and the ground-
colour is darker; row of submarginal yellow spots on hindwing underside (as in Stygionympha irrorata and 
Stygionympha dicksoni); in females the orange-red forewing patch narrowly surrounds the whole of the 
ocellus (Pringle et al., 1994). 
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Distribution: South Africa (Northern Cape Province – north-west coast). 
Specific localites: 
Northern Cape Province – Port Nolloth – McDougall’s Bay (TL; G. Pennington); Kleinsee (Pringle et al., 

1994); Hondeklipbaai (Pringle et al., 1994); Garies (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
Habitat: Coastal dune veld in the succulent Karoo. 
Habits: The same as Stygionumpha irrorata (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Flight period: September and October (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: Nothing published. 

 
 

*Stygionympha dicksoni (Riley, 1938)# 
Dickson’s Hillside Brown 

 
Pseudonympha dicksoni Riley, 1938.  Transactions of the Royal Entomological Society of London 87: 233 (233-245). 
Melampias dicksoni Riley.  Swanepoel, 1953a. 
Stygionympha dicksoni (Riley, 1938).  Van Son, 1955. 
Stygionympha dicksoni (Riley, 1938).  Dickson & Kroon, 1978. 
Stygionympha dicksoni (Riley, 1938).  Pringle et al., 1994: 69. 
 
 

                
 
 

Stygionympha dicksoni.  Male (Wingspan 35 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Darling, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  14 September 1969.  C. Dickson. 

Images M.C.Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 

                

Distribution: South Africa – 
Northern Cape Province 
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Stygionympha dicksoni.  Female (Wingspan 37 mm).  Left – upperside; right – underside. 
Tygerberg, Western Cape Province, South Africa.  16 September 1949.  D. Swanepoel. 

Images M.C.Williams ex Henning Collection. 
 
 
Alternative common name: Dickson’s Brown; Tygerberg-rantbruintjie (Afrikaans). 
Type locality: South Africa: “Tygerberg Hills, near Cape Town, S. Africa”. 
Diagnosis: There is no orange-red patch on the upperside of the hindwing; the orange-red patch on the 
forewing upperside is slightly more extensive than in Stygionympha irrorata; hindwing underside dark 
purplish grey, except for a lighter fawn coloured area which includes the cell; a submarginal row of yellow 
dots on the underside of the hindwing, as in Stygionympha irrorata and Stygionympha geraldi (Pringle et 
al., 1994). 
 
 

 
 
 
Distribution: South Africa (Western Cape Province). 
Specific localities: 
Western Cape Province – Tygerberg Hills (TL; Dickson) (the population at the type locality is now 

extinct); Malmesbury (Swanepoel, 1953); Darling (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Habitat: Grassy slopes of hills (Pringle et al., 1994). Renosterveld fynbos, especially on the western and 
southern slopes of low hills (Mecenero et al., 2013). 
Habits: The flight is often sustained (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Flight period: September and October (Pringle et al., 1994). 
Early stages: Nothing published. 
Larval food: 
Tribolium echinatum (Thunb.) Renvoize (Poaceae) [Dickson & Kroon, 1978: 48; as Lasiochloa ciliaris]. 
Conservation status: Classified as ‘Critically Endangered’ (Henning et al., 2009: 21). Reclassified as 
‘Critically Endangered (Possibly Extinct)’ by Mecenero et al., 2013. 

 
 

Distribution: South Africa – 
Western Cape Province. 


